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START.

Short shot technology wins Plastic Industry gold gong

Sumitomo (SHI) Demag has won the coveted title of Best Technology Application of the Year at the
2015 Plastic Industry Awards. Judges noted that the success of activeFlowBalance “successfully
improved product quality and product efficiency” and was a good example of the application of
technology.”

Actor and comedian Alan Davies presented national sales manager Darren Herron with the trophy,
which acknowledges the company’s technological prowess in the expanding mass-production
precision moulding market.

The optional activeFlowBalance (aFB) feature uses machine-control technology on Sumitomo (SHI)
Demag’s all-electric injection moulding range to balance filling ratios between mould cavities and
avoid short shots, consequently reducing product rejects and scrap parts by up to 40%.

“We are very honoured to receive this award and to be acknowledged by our UK and global
counterparts as leaders in technical innovation,” comments managing director Nigel Flowers. “As
always, solving production challenges, enhancing part quality and optimising machinery OEE in the
plastics sector is very much a team effort and we proudly share this PIA accolade with our R&D
engineering colleagues in Germany.

“Of the 15 categories in this year’s PIAs, ‘best technology’ was the gong we had our sights on as it is
so fundamental to innovation,” continues Nigel. “With manufacturing competition intensifying
globally, moulders are seeking out advanced technical tools to drive greater precision at higher
speeds, and that’s exactly what aFB delivers.” The technology counters complications such as flash
formation, mould damage and under-filling for applications that up until now have required complex
manual adjustments to injection moulding machines.

Since launching aFB three years ago, it has been deployed by a number of big European names
operating in the precision moulding sector. Phillips AVENT, Nifco UK, Patterson & Rothwell and elm-
plastic GmbH are some of the early advocates. “The aFB feature is quite unique in that it uses the
compression of the melt inside the barrel to stabilise the pressure, resulting in in partially-filled
cavities being filled by the expanding melt. This means equal pressure is applied to each cavity, which
stops the plastic from sticking to the mould,” explains Dave Bowden, sales and marketing manager at
Oldham-based Patterson & Rothwell.

Hosted at the London Hilton on Park Lane on Friday 9th October, the star-studded awards evening
was attended by over 700 people, all celebrating the very best that the innovative UK plastics
industry has to offer.

ENDS.

To accompany this release we are providing a straightforward Q&A explanation on how
activeFlowBalance works, how it improves injection moulding quality and who can benefit.  See
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attached release titled: Multi-cavity balance is as easy as aFB. Case studies for all of the named
customers talking about activeFlowBalance are available too.
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Sumitomo (SHI) Demag Plastics Machinery UK Ltd. is a 100% wholly owned subsidiary of Demag Plastics
Group in Schwaig, Germany, established in 1956. Demag Plastics Group specialises in engineering injection

Image 1: From left to right: Presenter
Alan Davies with Sumitomo (SHI)
Demag’s Darren Herron and Steve
Crowhurst, Managing Director of Crain
Communications, organisers of the
PIAs. Image 2: Multi-cavity components

coming off an IntElect machine fitted
with activeFlowBalance.

Image 3: Spot the quality differences - with activeFlowBalance (left) and without (right)
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moulding machines with clamping forces between 250 kN and 20,000 kN. Used by many thousand injection
moulders all over the world, Demag Technology produces plastic parts made from thermoplastic, elastomer
and thermoset materials for a wide variety of end user industries. These include automotive, IT, packaging,
electric/electronic, medical and pharmaceutical, building products and leisure. Currently, Sumitomo (SHI)
Demag UK services more than 4,000 injection moulding machines in the UK and Ireland and has approximately
200 customers (Proctor & Gamble, Philips Avent, GCS Group and Hozelock are some of the most well-known).
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