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START. 

 

Top PPMA polymer prize awarded to Sumitomo (SHI) Demag 
 
Sumitomo (SHI) Demag, has won the prestigious title of Polymer Equipment Manufacturer of the 
Year at the PPMA 2014 Awards. 
 
Celebrating manufacturing capabilities and achievements across all facets of the industry, the 
polymer title was presented to the UK team for its collaboration with precision moulding 
manufacturer forteq UK.  Sumitomo (SHI) Demag’s “great approach to customer service” proved to 
be a winner with the PPMA judges, who also praised the company’s “ability to juggle multiple 
suppliers to find a winning solution”. 
 
Precision moulding manufacturer forteq UK appointed Sumitomo (SHI) Demag to develop a turnkey 
system to manufacture its most complex and fragile range of plastic components to-date. 
Comprising two injection moulding lines, the cutting-edge automated solution makes 14 product 
variations of the iPERL water meter manufactured for Sensus - the world’s largest supplier of water 
meters.  
 
“Winning this industry accolade not only recognises our technological prowess, it most importantly 
honours our team for their ability to take the lead and work collaboratively with our industry 
counterparts on complex projects,” comments managing director Nigel Flowers. “This has been a 
momentous year for the company. To win the PPMA 2014 Polymer Equipment Manufacturer of the 
Year on the very day we marked our 40th anniversary in the UK reinforces our unwavering 
commitment to engineering innovation.” 
 
Keeping innovations flowing 
Selected as the primary equipment partner, Sumitomo (SHI) Demag provided two bespoke 280-
tonne Systec injection moulding machines. One produces the 2-shot outer plastic casing of the smart 
water meters. The second produces a flow-tube component with automatic part handling and insert 
loading, camera inspection and barcoding of the product. Both machines have fully-automated 
product handling. 
 
Tasked with significantly reducing the reject rates of the flow tube, Dave Raine, technical sales 
manager at Sumitomo (SHI) Demag expands: “On the face of it, this project posed numerous 
production challenges.” Overseeing the five principle suppliers involved in this project - including 
Sepro Robotique, Keyence, two toolmakers and system integrator M.A.i - forteq and Sumitomo have 
worked tirelessly to provide workable solutions to each and every barrier. “Although every customer 
situation is unique, what we have accomplished as a team for the customer illustrates the 
importance of partnering with innovative and likeminded companies,” says Dave. 
 
Concurring, forteq UK adds: “Together, Sumitomo and forteq have delivered an improved process. 
Not only have we achieved a reduced cycle time, but scrap rates have fallen, which is important when 
working with high value materials that cannot be reclaimed.” 
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Notes to the editor 

Press release issued for Sumitomo (SHI) Demag by: 

 
Emma Scott, GloHouse Media 

T +44 (0) 1525 633261 

E emma.scott@glohouse.co.uk  

Sarah Willington, GloHouse Media 

T +44 (0) 7887 692494   

E sarah.willington@glohouse.co.uk  

 

Sumitomo (SHI) Demag contact: 

Nigel Flowers, Managing Director 

T+44 (0)1296 739500 F +44 (0)1296 739501 E nigel.flowers@dpg.com W http://uk.sumitomo-shi-demag.eu/ 

 

For all marketing/advertising enquiries, please contact karen.lowe@dpg.com direct.  

 

Sumitomo (SHI) Demag Plastics Machinery UK Ltd. is a 100% wholly owned subsidiary of Demag Plastics 

Group in Schwaig, Germany, established in 1956. Demag Plastics Group specialises in engineering injection 

moulding machines with clamping forces between 250 kN and 20,000 kN. Used by many thousand injection 

moulders all over the world, Demag Technology produces plastic parts made from thermoplastic, elastomer 

and thermoset materials for a wide variety of end user industries. These include automotive, IT, packaging, 

electric/electronic, medical and pharmaceutical, building products and leisure. Currently, Sumitomo (SHI) 

Demag UK services more than 4,000 injection moulding machines in the UK and Ireland and has approximately 

200 customers (Proctor & Gamble, Philips Avent, GCS Group and Hozelock are some of the most well-known).  
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Image 1: L-R Rory Bremner, 
Charmaine Bowers, independent 
consultant and television presenter 
Helen Fospero present the Polymer 
Equipment Manufacturer of the 
Year 2014 Award to Dave Raine (2nd 
left), Technical Sales Manager, 
Sumitomo (SHI) Demag.  
 

 

Image 2: Final iPERL product 
showing central flow tube and 
distinctive outer casing 
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